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The assassination of Catholic priest Rev. Jean-Marie Vincent pushed the Haitian crisis once again
to the front burner. In the wake of escalating political tensions on the island, Caribbean leaders
publicly expressed their support for an invasion to US officials during a meeting of regional officials
in Jamaica. But even so, the Haitian military has refused to meet with United Nations (UN) officials,
scuttling efforts to find a diplomatic solution to the crisis. The death of 49-year-old Fr. Vincent,
who was gunned down in front of the house of the Congregation of Montfortain Fathers, to which
he belonged, brought reactions of outrage from the international community and human rights
organizations.
Vincent, a close friend of ousted President Jean Bertrand Aristide, worked with the National Fund
for Economic and Social Development. Although he had maintained a low profile since Aristide's
overthrow by the military, friends said he had recently received death threats. Vincent is the first
priest ever killed in Haiti, although church sources say that more than 100 members of the clergy
have been jailed, beaten, or forced to abandon their parishes since the 1991 coup. Most observers
in Haiti believe the killing was ordered by the military in defiance of US pressure on them to step
down.
Aristide called Vincent "a champion of democracy, self-determination, and empowerment," and
said his murder was only the latest in over 5,000 assassinations committed by the Haitian military
since the September 1991 coup. "There is a pattern of intimidation and violence and human rights
abuses in Haiti that the military and the police have allowed to continue with complete impunity,"
said US State Department spokesperson Michael McCurry in Washington. The slaying "will only
strengthen the resolve" of the US and the international community to "use all necessary means to
bring about an early restoration of democracy."
Debate over a possible invasion of Haiti has been constant since July 31, when the UN Security
Council approved a resolution that authorizes the US to lead a military intervention on the island to
restore Aristide to power. But so far, most Latin American countries have urged the US to first wait
and see if economic sanctions and diplomatic efforts do not push the Haitian military to step down.
Nevertheless, the growing level of human rights abuses on the island, combined with the Haitian
military's stubborn refusal to negotiate its departure from power, are steadily increasing the
likelihood of an invasion. On Aug. 30, UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali decided to scrap
attempts to convince Haitian army chief Gen. Raoul Cedras and his supporters that their peaceful
departure would be preferable to a US-led invasion, since Cedras turned down a request to meet
with a UN delegation in late August.
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Cedras appears convinced he is winning the game of brinkmanship, which in turn emboldens
him to ignore UN initiatives. However, his refusal brought another vote of condemnation by the
Security Council. "Once again, the regime has discarded a possibility of peacefully implementing
the Governors Island Agreement and the relevant resolutions of the Security Council," read the
Security Council statement. \
Given the failure of UN mediation efforts, more countries are now openly calling for a military
intervention. Representatives from the 13-member countries of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) met in Jamaica on Aug. 28 with representatives from the US, Canada, the UN, and
the OAS to discuss the ongoing Haitian crisis and a possible invasion. Belize, Barbados, Jamaica,
and Trinidad and Tobago all agreed to contribute a token force of 266 troops from their countries
to participate in any military action led by the US. US Deputy Defense Secretary John Deutch said
coordination of the multinational force and training in Puerto Rico will start immediately. "We are
determined to join other countries in restoring a stable government in Haiti," said Paul Robertson,
Jamaica's Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade. "I trust that our deliberations...will send the clearest
possible message to Haiti...as to our determinations to rid that country of an unconstitutional
government."
The CARICOM chairman, Barbadian Prime Minister Erskine Sandiford, agreed, saying the
organization backs an invasion if Cedras does not step down. Support from CARICOM nations is
particularly important given most Latin American countries' opposition to a military intervention.
US officials at the meeting stressed the hope that the economic sanctions will still work, but also
underlined the US's determination to end military rule in Haiti. Deputy Defense Secretary John
Deutch and other US officials have said President Clinton is committed to act with military force
either to stabilize the government after a peaceful departure of its military regime, or to forcibly
remove the leaders.
"We hope the military dictators in Haiti will get the message," said Deutch. "There can be no doubt
in anybody's mind that the multinational force is going to Haiti." The Haitian military, however,
continues to stand its ground. Rather than preparing to leave, Cedras appears to be planning on
running for president in future elections, according to observers in Haiti. In addition, the country's
puppet civilian government is progressing with plans for congressional elections in November.
While Aristide's mandate ends in December 1995, many congressional seats expire in February of
1995. Although the trade embargo which was strengthened in July has so far failed to budge those
in power, it has taken a heavy toll on Haiti's economy, putting the country on the brink of economic
collapse. Haiti's local currency, the gourde, was traded at an exchange of 7 per US$1.00 before the
coup in 1991; now it has plummeted to 25 gourdes per US$1.00. Most of Haiti's factories have closed,
creating severe unemployment problems, while inflation is spiraling out of control. In large part, the
army remains defiant because its officers are convinced that a military operation against the de facto
regime is not imminent.
Few believe that President Bill Clinton's administration will risk an invasion before the US
November congressional elections, a belief that has been strengthened by the diversion of US
attention to the large numbers of refugees leaving Cuba for the US. "This is not a two-issue
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presidency in terms of foreign policy," said one Western diplomat in Port-au-Prince. "Cedras knows
that if he can hold on, time is on his side." US officials, however, have tried to dispel doubts about
the resolve of the Clinton administration to act. "If the coup leaders think that what is happening
with Cuba will have the effect of dissuading the determination of the Clinton administration...they
are making a big mistake," said Peter Tarnoff, assistant secretary of state for political affairs.
After the July 31 UN resolution regarding an invasion, the US let it be known that another mass
exodus of Haitian refugees, an upsurge in human rights abuses, or an attack on US citizens could
trigger military action. Haitian analysts say a lukewarm response to Vincent's death, therefore, will
only reinforce the conviction of Haiti's military that their bluff will not be called.
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